October Newtlelter

Are you ready for EIKEN?

Preparing for the EIKEN Speaking Test

*Review past test questions to understand the format. This is important!
*Practice reading aloud to improve pronunciation and rhythm.
*Record yourself speaking and listen for mistakes.

*Study common topics (school, family, daily life, news).
*Practice giving reasons and examples after your answers.
*Study EIKEN word lists and use simple sentence patterns for opinions.
*Rehearse with an LC teacher, classmate, or online partner.
*Time your practice so answers are not too short or too long.

When you are taking the Speaking Test DON’T BE AFRAID
eListen carefully to the examiner’s question before answering. (to speak English)
*Use full sentences, not single words.

*If you don’t understand, politely ask, “Could you repeat that, please?”

*Expand your answers with reasons or examples.

*Use simple grammar correctly rather than difficult forms with mistakes.
*Stay calm and smile; confidence makes a good impression.

October 2025 festivals in Nagoya

October is quite a busy time for interesting festivals in Nagoya. Here are 3 that are worth visiting!

1. Arimatsu Festival is held on October 5t 2025. It displays traditional floats with mechanical puppets.
2. The Nagoya Festival takes place in various Nagoya locations from October 18t -19t, |t is a grand parade
honoring three local samurai heroes. There will be costumes and re-enactments.

3. The Osu Street Performers Festival takes place in the Osu neighborhood from 18-20t October.




Halloween Riddles and Jokes \

«Riddle: What is a ghost’s favorite dessert? Oh dear! Here are some horrible Halloween jokes.
Answer: Jce scream! They aren’t scary — but they are very bad!
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*Riddle: Why don’t mummies go on vacation?

Answer: Because they are afraid to unwind.
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*Riddle: What room does a ghost not need?

Answer: A living room.
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*Riddle: Why are vampires so easy to fool?

Answer: Because they are a bit batty.
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*Riddle: What do you call a skeleton that won’t work?

Answer: Lazy bones.
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An October Diary Challenge

Why don’t you write a short diary in English every day in October?
Writing a simple diary can help you to understand what you can say, and
most importantly, what you don’t know how to say in English. If you
realize that you can’t explain something, that’s good, because you can
study the vocabulary and phrases that you need to know! Slowly, this new
knowledge will build until you can say anything you need to in English.

To start, even 2-3 sentences every day are OK. You can begin by using
some using autumn words: leaves, breeze, festival, pumpkin, harvest

But, what is Halloween?

An October newsletter wouldn’t be complete without talking about Halloween! Are you
wearing a costume or having a Halloween party? What is this event, anyway?

N
Halloween is originally a festival from countries with a Celtic culture, "

such as Ireland and Scotland. It was called “Samhain” in these countries | -
(pronounced SAH-wen). Samhain is the word used there for the 11th - (2
month, November, and it was once a festival on October 315t and k, k J
November 1%, to celebrate the harvest and remember ancestors. It was \

not really a spooky festival in the past, but it has changed. \ \'

Halloween was imported to the USA by Irish and Scottish settlers wishing to make a new life in America. \
Over time, it grew and has been brought to many countries, including Japan.
It is now more of a fun celebration of horror and all things supernatural.
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